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OPENING HYMN Hark, the Herald Angels Sing GC 356  Please stand 

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Leader: We have watched and waited 
 

in hope (Lector lights a purple candle.) 
 

for peace (light a purple candle.) 
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in joy (light the pink candle.) 
 

with love. (light a purple candle.) 
 

Now our redemption draws near. (light the white Christ candle.) 
 

And we rejoice saying: Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! Amen. 
 

The Officiant says 

Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you 

is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10, 11 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

The Officiant says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly 

Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on 

behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that 

we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and 
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his 

infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Officiant remains kneeling and says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 
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The Invitatory and Psalter  All stand 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the  

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

Officiant: Alleluia. To us a child is born: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

INVITATORY  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms. 

For you are a great God, * 

you are great above all gods. 

In your hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are yours also. 
The sea is yours, for you made it, * 

and your hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For you are our God, 

and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. * 

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

 

PSALM: Psalm 96 

 1Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

  sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

  proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare his glory among the nations * 

  and his wonders among all peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

  he is more to be feared than all gods. 

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
  but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

 6Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

  Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

  bring offerings and come into his courts. 
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 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

  let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is King! * 

  He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

  he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
  let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

 before the LORD when he comes, * 

  when he comes to judge the earth. 

 13He will judge the world with righteousness * 
  and the peoples with his truth. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons The people sit. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence follows with a bell. 
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FIRST CANTICLE Infant Holy, Infant Lowly GC 377  Please stand  

 
 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to Titus. 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he 

might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are 

zealous for good deeds. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence may follow. 

SECOND CANTICLE Of the Father’s Love Begotten GC 374 
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THIRD READING: Luke 2:1-20 The people sit. 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
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8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 

see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 14”Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 
  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence follows with a bell. 

THE HOMILY Patti Case, Licensed Preacher 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Please stand 

Officiant: Let us confess our faith, using words of liturgical affirmation: 
 

You, O God, are supreme and holy.  

You create our world and give us life.  

Your purpose overarches everything we do.  

You have always been with us. You are God. 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.  

You came to us before we came to you.  

You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ,  

who lived and died and rose again. You are with us now. You are God. 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.  

You empower us to be your gospel in the world.  

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  

You are our God. We worship you. 
 

The Prayers 
Officiant God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 
  



 9 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  Officiant and People 
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  

Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all,  

Loving God, in whom is heaven:  

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!  

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!  

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.  

With the bread we need for today, feed us.  

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us.  

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

The lector will begin the prayers. Please pray a collect as you feel led. 
 

For the hungry and the overfed 
May we have enough. 
 

For the mourners and the mockers 

May we laugh together. 
 

For the victims and the oppressors 

May we share power wisely. 
 

For the peacemakers and the warmongers 
May clear truth and stern love lead us to harmony. 
 

For the silenced and the propagandists 

May we speak our own words in truth. 
 

For the unemployed and the overworked 

May our impress on the earth be kindly and creative. 
 

For the troubled and the sleek 

May we live together as wounded healers. 
 

For the homeless and the cosseted 

May our homes be simple, warm and welcoming. 
 

For the vibrant and the dying 

May we all die to live. 
 

For those we hold most dear:  
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May God bring healing to Mike & Judy, Doug, Greg, David, Robin, Beverly, Ryan, 

Linda, Beth, Beth J., Elinor, Akashia & her family, Jason, Amanda, John, Steve, 

and Jerry. 
 

For the cries of our hearts:  
Please speak your petitions silently or aloud 

May we turn to God for our hope and comfort. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Jesus, you saw the world through the eyes of a child. 

Save us from the pride that would refuse your command to live like you 
in simplicity and joy. Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR MISSION  

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed 

Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out 

your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN In the Bleak MidWinter 
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OFFERTORY Those worshipping online are invited to make an offering at sdow.org 

Leader: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 

to God. 

  
SPECIAL MUSIC  Please be seated 

 

DOXOLOGY Please stand and sing  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING  Officiant and People 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 

humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all  

whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, 

and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our 

lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before 

you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. 

Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13 

 

CLOSING SONG: Good Christian Friends Rejoice! GC 367 

 
 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

My Way of Love Study Wednesday Jan 4th 12 p.m. 

 

SUNG BENEDICTION May God Bless and Keep You GC #577 V. 1 “you” V. 2 “us” 

 

May God bless and keep you (us); may God smile on you (us). 

May God show you (us) kindness, fill you (us) with peace. 

And may God bless you (us), Father, Son, and Spirit; 

may we always love and serve, filled with God’s peace. 
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