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OPENING HYMN The King Shall Come H 73 Please stand 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Officiant: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! 

Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love,  

remembering the promises of God with prayer.  

We light this candle in hope. (Lector lights the first blue candle.) 

We light this candle for peace. (Lector lights the second blue candle). 

We light this candle in joy! (Lector lights the pink/third candle.) 

We light this candle with love. (Lector lights the last blue candle. 
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Officiant: Let us pray:  

All: God of hope, God of Peace, God of joy, and God of love, 

Teach us how to love one another  

as reflections of your light in the world.  

God of promise, God of love, into our darkness come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCE  

Officiant: Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come suddenly and 

find you asleep. Mark 13:35, 36 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Officiant: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 

heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves 

and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And 

so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in 

silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 

forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. Silence may be kept. 

 

 

 

Rejoice, Rejoice 
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Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Officiant remains kneeling and says:  

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter  Please stand 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

      beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Officiant: Our God and Savior now draws near: O come let us worship. 

 

INVITATORY 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

he himself has made us, and we are his;  
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 

give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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 4O LORD God of hosts, * 

  how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 16Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

  the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 17And so will we never turn away from you; * 

  give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 18Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 The people sit. 

The kings of Syria and Israel are bent on conquering Jerusalem and installing a puppet king on 

Judah’s throne – one not descended from David. Speaking through Isaiah, God has told Ahaz, 

King of Judah, to trust in God rather than in human counsel. If Ahaz stands firm in faith, the 

conquest will fail. 

 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the 

LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 

to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence follows with a bell. 
 

 

 

 
Bulletin from riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

All music reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A#-729217 

 

FIRST CANTICLE S 84 Please stand and sing: 
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SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7The people sit. 

The Church at Rome was one Paul had neither founded nor visited, although he hopes to meet 

the members of this community soon, to share spiritual gifts with them, and for the 

encouragement of their faith and his. 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 

declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 

from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 

name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
  7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence follows with a bell. 

 

SECOND CANTICLE GC 527 Please stand and sing V. 4  

 

3  

times 

3  

times 

2  

times 
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THIRD READING: Matthew 1:18-25 The people sit. 

Matthew has told us of Jesus’ descent from David, through Joseph. A marriage contract has 

been signed by Joseph (or his parents) and by Mary’s parents. Certainly, in earlier times if a 

bride was found by her husband to be already pregnant, she could be stoned to death.  
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But Mary is with child through divine intervention. 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 

expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her 

until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence follows with a bell. 

  

HOMILY Patti Case, Licensed Preacher 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

Officiant and People together, all standing. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 
Officiant Hear our cry, O God. 

People And listen to our prayer. 
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Officiant Let us pray. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

The lector will begin the prayers. Please speak a prayer as you are led. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us appeal to 

the Lord praying, “Restore us, O God of hosts; Show the light of your countenance, 

and we shall be saved.” 

 

We ask you, O God, to bless your Church. Give us your grace. Stir up your strength and 

come to help us even as we declare the gospel concerning your Son. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 

 

We ask you, O God, to bless this nation. May our leaders not trust in their own strength 

but in you, O God of hosts. Teach us to refuse the evil and choose the good. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 

 

We ask you, O God, to bless this planet. By your creative power bring forth new life in 

the places in which we have reaped too much or sown too little. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 

 

We ask you, O God, to bless our communities. Let your hand be upon us. Guide and 

strengthen all those who find themselves in difficult situations—especially young and 

single parents. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 

 

We ask you, O God, to bless all those who are distressed. Hear their prayers, O Shepherd 

of the flock. May they take comfort in the knowledge that you are with them. We pray 
especially for: Mike & Judy, Doug, Greg, David, Robin, Beverly, Ryan, Linda, Beth,  

Beth J., Elinor, Akashia & her family, Jason, Amanda, John, Steve, and Jerry. 
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And hear these concerns as we cry out to you: 
Please speak your petitions silently or aloud 
Restore us, O God of hosts; Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 
 

We ask you, O God, to bless all who have died. Welcome into your heavenly kingdom all 

who are called to be saints. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 
 
FIRST COLLECT  

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 

Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

SECOND COLLECT  

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow 

of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep 

your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with 

cheerfullness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR MISSION  

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 

governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 

you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 

truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Savior of the nations, come H 54 

 

 

OFFERTORY  Those worshipping online are invited to make an offering at sdow.org 

 

Leader: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 

to God. 

  
SPECIAL MUSIC  Please be seated 

 

DOXOLOGY Please stand and sing  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 

us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21 

 

CLOSING SONG: Praise We the Lord This Day H 267 

 
CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

My Way of Love Study Wednesday 12 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Eucharist Sat. Dec. 24th 7 p.m. 

Christmas Day Service Sun. Dec. 25th 12 p.m. 

 

SUNG BENEDICTION May God Bless and Keep You GC #577 

 

May God bless and keep you; may God smile on you. 

May God show you kindness, fill you with peace. 

And may God bless you, Father, Son, and Spirit; 

may we always love and serve, filled with God’s peace. 

  

May God bless and keep us; may God smile on us. 

May God show us kindness, fill us with peace. 

And may God bless us, Father, Son, and Spirit; 

may we always love and serve, filled with God’s peace. 
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