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OPENING HYMN People, Look East WLP 724 Please stand 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Leader: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming!  

Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love,  

remembering the promises of God with prayer.  
 

We light this candle in hope. (The lector lights a blue candle.) 
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We light this candle for peace. (The lector lights a blue candle.) 
 

We light this candle in joy! (The lector lights the pink candle.) 
 

Let us pray:  

O Lord our redeemer, you lead us from languishing in sorrow’s shadows into 

laughter’s joy over your abundant restoration. Thank you that you are coming for us 

to lead us home along your way, Jesus Christ. 
 

People: God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come. 
 

O COME, O COME EMMANUEL GC #323 verses 5 & 6 only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OPENING SENTENCE  

Officiant: Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come suddenly and 

find you asleep. Mark 13:35, 36 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 

Officiant: Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 

heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves 

and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And 
so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in 

silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 

forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Officiant remains kneeling and says:  

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter  Please stand 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

All    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

      beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Officiant: Our God and Savior now draws near: O come let us worship. 

 

INVITATORY 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

he himself has made us, and we are his;  
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 

give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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PSALM: Canticle 15 

 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

  for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

 From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
  the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

 He has mercy on those who fear him * 

  in every generation. 

 He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

  he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

  and has lifted up the lowly. 

 He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

  and the rich he has sent away empty. 

 He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
  for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

 The promise he made to our fathers, * 

  to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 The people sit. 

Following an oracle of the destruction of the nations, the prophet promises restoration of the 

Promised Land, and the joyful return of the exiles to Jerusalem. 

 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
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  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence follows with a bell. 
 

FIRST CANTICLE S 84 Please stand and sing: 

 
 

 

 

 
 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 The people sit. 

James exhorts his readers to wait patiently for the Day of the Lord. Though they are suffering 

now, and are anxious for the restoration of the Kingdom, they must wait a little longer. 

Nevertheless, the time is near. 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 

rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 

near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, 

the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 

take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

3  

times 

3  

times 

2  

times 
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Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence follows with a bell. 

 

SECOND CANTICLE GC 527 Please stand and sing V. 2 & 3  
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THIRD READING: Matthew 11:2-11 The people sit. 

John the Baptist has been arrested and imprisoned. Discouraged and in doubt, he sends 

messengers to ask Jesus: “Are you the one?” 

 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, 

the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 

have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out 
to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 

Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. Silence follows with a bell. 

  

HOMILY Sky Carroll, Licensed Preacher 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

Officiant and People together, all standing. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
Officiant Hear our cry, O God. 

People And listen to our prayer. 

Officiant Let us pray. 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

The lector will begin the prayers. Please speak a prayer as you are led. 
 

Sisters and brothers, strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Let us 

seek the Lord praying, “Let us see your glory, O Lord; Come to us and save us!” 
 

Lord, save your Church from weakness of heart. Give us strength to prepare this world 

for the coming of your Christ. And give us patience when it seems Christ’s kingdom does 

not come quickly enough. 

Let us see your glory, O Lord; Come to us and save us! 
 

Lord, save this nation from disordered priorities and misplaced hope. May our values 

mirror your values. May we be a nation that gives justice to the oppressed, food to the 

hungry, and care to the stranger. 

Let us see your glory, O Lord; Come to us and save us! 
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Lord, save your creation from human misuse. Bless us to play a part in the redemption 

you have planned for all of creation. 
Let us see your glory, O Lord; Come to us and save us! 
 

Lord, save our communities from hopelessness. Give us a vision and a future. Raise up 

prophets who will speak hope and encouragement to the people of our region. 

Let us see your glory, O Lord; Come to us and save us! 
 

Lord, save the sick and the sorrowful in the midst of their affliction. May they experience 

the healing work of their Messiah. Make happy all those who have you for their help. We 

pray especially for: Mike & Judy, Doug, Greg, David, Robin, Beverly, Ryan, Linda, Beth, 

Beth J., Elinor, Akashia & her family, Jason, Amanda, John, Steve, and Jerry. 
 

And hear these concerns as we cry out to you: 
Please speak your petitions silently or aloud 
Let us see your glory, O Lord; Come to us and save us! 
 

Lord, bless all members of your heavenly kingdom. May they obtain eternal joy and 

gladness in your presence—where sorrow and sighing are no more. 

Let us see your glory, O Lord; Come to us and save us! 

 
FIRST COLLECT  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 

sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 

us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

SECOND COLLECT  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new 

day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 

by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR MISSION  

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 

governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 

you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 

truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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HYMN Tell Out My Soul H 437 

 

 
OFFERTORY  Those worshipping online are invited to make an offering at sdow.org 

 

Leader: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 

to God. 

  
SPECIAL MUSIC  Please be seated 
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DOXOLOGY Please stand and sing  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 

us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21 

 

CLOSING SONG: Every Valley, Choir 
 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

My Way of Love Study Wednesday 12 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Eucharist Sat. Dec. 24th 7 p.m. 

Christmas Day Service Sun. Dec. 25th 12 p.m. 

 

SUNG BENEDICTION May God Bless and Keep You GC #577 

 

May God bless and keep you; may God smile on you. 

May God show you kindness, fill you with peace. 

And may God bless you, Father, Son, and Spirit; 

may we always love and serve, filled with God’s peace. 

  

May God bless and keep us; may God smile on us. 

May God show us kindness, fill us with peace. 

And may God bless us, Father, Son, and Spirit; 

may we always love and serve, filled with God’s peace. 
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