FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
MORNING PRAYER
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324 WEST CEDAR ST., SHELTON, WA 98584
(360) 426-8472 ~ stdavids@hcc.com ~ www.sdow.org

OPENING HYMN Come thou Fount of Every Blessing H #686 Please stand

OPENING SENTENCE
The Officiant says

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us, but if we
confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8, 9
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CONFESSION OF SIN
The Officiant says to the people

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly
Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on
behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that
we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his
infinite goodness and mercy.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Officiant remains kneeling and says

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand
Officiant
People
All

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

ANTIPHON

Our God is full of compassion and mercy: O come let us worship.
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INVITATORY

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.
My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; *
your right hand holds me fast.
PSALM: PSALM 32
1

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away!
2
Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.
4
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
and did not conceal my guilt.
6
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” *
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
9
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; *
I will guide you with my eye.
10
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
11
Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
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but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The people sit.

FIRST READING: JOSHUA 5:9-12
The Israelites have entered the Promised Land. They are now camped between the Jordan and
Jericho. In thanks to God for the gift of the Land, they restore two religious practices not
followed during the Exodus: circumcision and Passover.

The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.”
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
9

10

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on
the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover,
on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.
12
The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no
longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.
Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.
FIRST CANTICLE: Canticle 9: The First Song of Isaiah Isaiah 12:2-6
Please stand & sing the refrain after each verse
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SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21

The people sit.

Some have criticized Paul for being ineffective in persuading others to follow Christ. Motivated
by love of Christ, his approach is not to promote himself in outward appearance but rather to
challenge the conscience. By his dying for all, Christ sets a new standard of living.
16

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.

SECOND CANTICLE WLP 888 A Song of Penitence (Canticle 14) Please stand
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THIRD READING: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 The people sit.
The dregs of society coming to Jesus causes the religious authorities to ask: are there any limits
to God’s mercy? Jesus responds by telling three parables about those who are lost. The Parable
of the Lost Son raises a question: at the end of the era, will godly people be ready to be joyous in
sharing the Kingdom with reformed sinners and a God who loves them?
1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
eats with them.”
3
So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to
me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property
in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave
him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
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him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly,
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
25
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
27
He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because
he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For
all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with
my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has
been found.’”
Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.
THE MESSAGE Cathy Warner, Licensed Preacher
THE APOSTLES’ CREED Officiant and People together, all standing.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

Hear our cry, O God.
And listen to our prayer.
Let us pray.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
SUFFRAGES

V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Help us, O God our Savior;
Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
Look upon your congregation;
Give to your people the blessing of peace.
Declare your glory among the nations;
And your wonders among all peoples.
Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
Never forget the lives of your poor.
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
And your favor to those who are true of heart.
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

FIRST COLLECT

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow
of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep
your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with
cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SECOND COLLECT

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THIRD COLLECT

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve
you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies;
that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries;
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE

We pray for healing for those close to us whom we now name:
Mike & Judy, Doug, Greg, Dave, David, Robin, Anthony, Kurt & family, Suzy,
Rogen & family, Duane P., Janet, Sara, Beverly, Moses, Keta, Grace, Sunny, Ryan
& his organ donor, Kathy, Eric & family, and Geraldine.
We pray also for these concerns on our hearts:
Congregants may speak their prayers aloud or silently.
PRAYER FOR PEACE

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility your
dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR MISSION

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out
your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
OFFERTORY Those worshipping online are invited to make an offering at sdow.org
Leader: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and

sacrifice to God.
SPECIAL MUSIC Please be seated
DOXOLOGY Please stand and sing

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. / Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host. / Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
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that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM Officiant and People

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.
Amen.
CONCLUDING VERSICLE

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CONCLUDING SENTENCE

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
CLOSING HYMN There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy #H 470
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CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Presentation of Preacher Licenses
Lent Devotion Study & Soup Supper Wednesdays: 5 p.m. dinner/ 5:30 study
SUNG BENEDICTION May God Bless and Keep You GC #577
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