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“For, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
The Holy Couple had journeyed to Bethlehem to tend to certain required business with the Roman
government. While there, “the time came” for Mary to give birth to their firstborn Son.
Cathy Warner shared recently about kairos time, meaning opportune time—a special moment when all good
things come together.
It’s like the moment you were born for; except special moments like these do come around for us more than
once in a lifetime.
What were some of the special kairos moments during the life-time of Jesus? You could definitely say, “Well,
all of them,” and you’d be right. But let’s pick out a few: His baby dedication, his boyish discourse in the
temple, his baptism, the self-revelation of his Christhood, the meanings of his message and miracles, his
crucifixion, his resurrection, his ascension.
For Mary and Joseph certainly Jesus’ lowly birth was a kairos moment, among all the many others that would
follow.
But the hillside shepherds were having their own unique moment in history as well. What do we know about
them?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

They were busy doing what they always do.
They are met by the angel and are terrified.
They are told of Jesus’ birth.
They see and hear the angel millions praising God.
They believe and say, “Let’s go and see for ourselves.”
They go with haste to find the promised Child.
They are the first evangelists. To all who listened, they “made known what had been told them.”

They made haste in order to find the wonderful child. I wonder how long it took for them to find him.
Bethlehem, of course, is a suburb of Jerusalem along with her temple, and some have imagined these
particular shepherds raised sheep officially designated for temple sacrifice.
In fact an Old Testament prophecy in the book of Micah (4:8) declares that God is going to restore his kingship
or dominion in a place that is called, “the tower of the flock.”
Where is this place known as the tower of the flock? It is there in the Bethlehem environs and could be a
possible location for the birth of our Savior.

It had nearby shepherds and sheep; it was a place of protection with mangers and stalls. The temple shepherds
would lay down their little sacrificial lambs into the feeding troughs to inspect them for purity, sometimes
even wrapping them in “swaddling cloths.”
If this is true, the Nativity shepherds would not have had to look very hard or for very long. They would have
been nearby.
What a wonder indeed for these particular shepherds to be privileged first witnesses to the true, pure Lamb of
God, destined to vanquish all the world’s sins. They would have seen and under-stood the little Christ’s manger
was a holy altar in which he lay.
This symbolism should not go unnoticed by us.
Beneath this holy table on which we consecrate bread and wine to be for us the holy body and holy blood of
God’s Son, you can see that there lay away in a manger a ceramic image of the little Lord Jesus asleep on the
hay.
We too, then, see and understand, the manger is a holy altar on which lay the precious little body of Christ.
We apprehend the gospel message before our very eyes, just as the temple shepherds apprehended God’s
gospel message hardly before there was even a message to be able to apprehend—“glad tidings of great joy
which shall be to all people.”
We presume both shepherds and the Holy Family are working class folk, not wealthy or considered by others
to be influential.
Yet it’s to them the angel’s news is first shared. In that kairos instant, they are given a place in God’s story that
changes them forever and indelibly scribes them into the Gospel record.
By including a teenager and shepherds as first recipients of the “good news for all the people,” then using
these individuals to share the good news of Jesus with others, God reiterates this good news really is for
everyone everywhere.
So it is that God chooses the unremarkable to be God’s recip-ients, messengers and proclaimers. God does not
go with choosing the powerful elite or those with specialized credentials.
As it says in I Corinthians (1:26-28a):
When you consider your own call, my brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, and not many were of noble birth. But God has chosen what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong; and God has chosen what is
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are.
God chooses the unremarkable. God chooses you for the cause of God’s good. Yet you are unremarkable and
remarkable all at the same time. You are unremarkable because you are common, everyday folk. You are
remarkable in that God has made you to be a holy receptacle for the birth of God’s Son. God has made you for
a sign to all people, and God has made a holy manger of your very heart where the holy Child now lay. As the
chorus says,

This is holy ground; we’re standing on holy ground,
For the Lord is present and where He is is holy.
Christmas is a kairos moment for you. The Lord is here. Not only are you standing on holy ground. You are holy
ground. You are holy manger-space.
The promise of Christ’s birth at Christmas is the promise of his rebirth in us, day by day, moment by moment,
irrespective, as I said last Sunday, of “dungeon, fire and sword.”
It’s how goodness and hope to us comes—in infancy, in help-lessness, in messiness, and especially in
potential. Whatever it is you may be going through, you can meet its challenge with ever-increasing grace and
peace and dignity, because the holy Child lay quietly resting within your holy heart.
Not only this, but the newborn Christ in you is, through you, making an eternal difference to countless others
in your circle as they receive your touch of goodness and kindness.
We see and experience it for ourselves, in one another, in the world. God who existed since before the story
of time began enters our history this kairos morning to remake us, give us new life, and to be a light for all
people that can’t be overcome.
The time came for Mary to give birth. The time has come today for you to be reborn, even yet again. It is your
kairos moment.
There is nothing left for us to do except to sing with angel voices, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favours! Amen.

