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Today John the Baptizer exhorts us to “prepare the way of the Lord,” making straight paths. “Every valley shall
be filled,” he proclaims, “and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough ways made smooth.” All this climaxes in the promise that, “all flesh shall see the
salvation of God.”
Salvation is inevitable. It is destined to arrive, like the 5:00 train, and everyone will see it pull into the station.
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” We certainly don’t have to prepare the way, but even more certainly we’re
better off if we do, far better off both individually and corporately.
It’s like when Martin Luther discusses the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come.” Luther
says,
“In fact God’s kingdom comes on its own without our prayer, but we ask in this prayer that it may also come to
us.”
We are a people of promise. Paul writes to his protégé, Timothy, that holding God’s promise provides value
“for both the present life and the life to come.” (I Timothy 4:8)
We are a people of dreams. The prophet says “God declares, I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams.” (Acts 2:17)
Advent marks the beginning of dreams coming true, first of all involving our collective human dreams for the
promised coming of our Redeemer. Signs begin to mark the way. Night visions invade the mind of Joseph. An
angel appears to Mary. Her cousin, Elizabeth, receives a prophetic word. A special star appears in the night
sky. Shepherds are attracted. Magi journey from the Far East.
Very soon on the temple grounds old Simeon and old Anna, inspired by the Holy Spirit, prophesy at the
dedication of baby Jesus, and thereafter declare to everyone his coming redemption.
All these signs give rise to hope. Our living Lord and his living reign is really here among us. “The hopes and
fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.”
But second of all, signs involve our own personal hopes and dreams, now some two thousand plus years
distant from these original events. What we ourselves yet hope to be able to be and to do. What we may
become. What dreams we have for St. David’s, and what roles we can play fulfilling them.
Every generation has had its own set of promises that “shall not pass away until all things have taken place.”
As the old saying goes, “If you can dream it, you can do it.”

“Prepare the way of the Lord.” We have been given this amazing gift—the gift of preparation.
The Holy Family had some thirty-three years to prepare and get ready, to figure it out. They had never done
this before. They had to figure it out as they went along.

Their vision was a big one—to nurture and guide God’s only begotten Son, and help to develop him for his
adult ministry. They must have done something right in all their preparations, because indeed the boy “Jesus
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor” (Luke 2:52).
Dreams, if they are to come true, cost resources and they cost preparation. They cost material resources and
careful prepara-tion of those materials; also they cost people resources and the diligent and skillful
preparations that are made by those people.
An example of material resources is the Magi who come with their treasures, presumably to fund or help to
fund the adult ministry of Jesus.
An example of people resources are Joseph and Mary who are willing to do whatever it takes for the health,
well-being and development of their Child. When warned in a dream to flee into Egypt from the murdering
madness of King Herod, they did it. When they notice one day their twelve-year-old has gone missing from the
tribal caravan, they return to Jerusalem and search for three days, finally to discover him indifferently engaged
in theological discussions with the temple priests.
Which leads me to make another point about people resources: The Bible infers by this account that not only
the parents, but also the entire extended family community was involved in the rearing and preparation of
Jesus. As the 1981 saying goes, “It takes a village.”
A big vision, a big dream needs a big-hearted people, aligned and committed, in order to effect its reality.
What are our dreams for St. David’s? They involve (1) financial solvency and affluence; (2) social connectedness
for all ages, races, and gender identities; (3) thriving activities; (4) exceptional pastoral care; (5) exceptional
community engage-ment and influence; (6) and inspiring worship to boot.
We say we are a diverse community who come together in the presence of Christ to worship God, nurture our
faith and each other, and be an expression of Christ’s love to the world.
We have a lot to prepare for and a lot of hard work ahead in order to live up to and live out from that
statement.
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Are we truly a connected community when we come together?
Are we age, race and gender diverse? By what percentages?
How well do we gather in Christ’s presence? How often?
How well do we worship?
Is our faith being nurtured? Are we growing?
Do we genuinely and effectively nurture one another?
How well do we express Christ’s love to the world?

“Prepare the way of the Lord.” I wanted to do some research about the most effective ratio between
preparation and execution. I discovered there’s no best or magic ratio.
Dreaming without action is daydreaming, and action without preparation is a misfire. As our Episcopal brother
Ben Franklin puts it, “If you fail to plan, you are planning to fail.”
King David dreamed of building a permanent temple for Yahweh on Mount Zion in the city of Jerusalem.
In the book of II Samuel 7 it begins,
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in
a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”
According to Bible chronology this happened in 1042 BCE. From that date on plans are drawn and supplies are
gathered and crafted. All of the preparations take place off site. When it comes time for construction, the
temple gets put together like a set of Legos, without as much as the sound of a hammer.
So the construction starts in 1005 BCE and lasts for seven years. The previous thirty-seven years are the
preparation. In the case of the First Temple, the ratio between preparation and action is about 5:1. In the case
of the life and ministry of Jesus the ratio is about 10:1—ten years of preparation for every one year of his
ministry.
You get the point. Far more preparation goes in than action or execution comes out.
With good planning what action that does come out is incredible and effective. The better the planning, the
more productive and efficient the execution.
“Prepare the way.” I said earlier that St. David’s has been given this amazing gift. It is the gift of preparation.
We have this present opportunity to prepare our material resources in terms of church finances and also to
prepare for people resources in terms of church growth and community engagement. We can position
ourselves well for many years to come.
Because of Covid we have truly been starting over and starting from scratch—like we’re a brand new mission
congregation or church plant. It feels so exciting at times and intimidating. It’s an emotional roller coaster of
highs and lows, manic and de-pressive, with sudden elevated encouragement and just as sudden deescalated
discouragement or even despair.
If we look at St. David’s, not as a new mission, but as it is in its history, then our people and material resources
need help. Just maintaining is not a good option if we still have dreams to flourish with impact.
So what then? We get to prepare. We get to figure it out. As we go along.
We get to turn it around. We get make it fly again. We get to make it soar high, and higher than ever before. It
is arduous hard labor as your Vestry will tell you.
Our goal then is to move again to thriving, to majorly be able to share material and spiritual gifts with the
world around us so there’s abundance of equality, equity, justice and fairness for everyone. This is what it
means when it promises, “Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low.”

It says in the book of Exodus (16:18) that “those who gathered much manna had nothing over, and those who
gathered little had no shortage; all gathered as much as they needed.” Everyone has enough.
To use a different example from the book of Genesis (41), when the patriarch Joseph was given the charge of
Egypt, he gathered and stored her resources excessively for seven years of abun-dance, so there would be
plenty enough for all in an upcoming seven year season of lack. It’s all about the preparation. “Prepare the
way.”
So where do we go from here? We prepare.
We pray as we have been of course. I want to call out our Vestry members by name so you can be sure to
include them in your daily prayers. They are: Don Kay, Cheri Ratay, Patti Case, Norm Eveleth, Billie Howard and
Pat Remine; not to mention all the support staff who help St. David’s be strong.
We are grateful and indebted to our Vestry in particular, and they are worthy of support. Theirs is the hard
labor of planning out our future growth and strength. Together with their efforts, we prepare the way for our
Lord to come.
Let’s pray.
Silence
Good and gracious God, you say you will supply every need of ours according to your riches in glory in Christ
Jesus; please grant us such vision and willingness, that we may be diligently aware and faithfully steward all
the blessed gifts your riches supply; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

