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The Ministry of Word and Prayer
Welcome

Opening Hymn H #54 Savior of the Nations Come. Please stand.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Priest: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming!
Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love,
remembering the promises of God with prayer.
We light this candle in hope. Light the first candle.
We light this candle for peace. Light the second candle.
We light this candle in joy! Light the pink/third candle.
We light this candle with love. Light the fourth candle.
Priest: Let us pray:
All: God of hope, God of Peace,
God of joy, and God of love,
Teach us how to love one another
as reflections of your light in the world.
God of promise, God of love,
into our darkness come.
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Rejoice, Rejoice

Priest: Grace and peace to you from God.

God fill you with truth and joy.
Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.

Collect for Purity:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden;
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
so that we may truly love you
and worthily praise your holy name;
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Summary of the Law:
Hear the teaching of Christ:
you shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.
This is the first commandment.
And a second is this:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.
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Priest: Hear God’s word to all who turn to Christ:

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just,
and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every kind of wrong.
God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent,
turn to Christ in faith and are themselves forgiving.
In silence we call to mind our sins.
Silence
Let us confess our sins.
Merciful God, we have sinned
in what we have thought and said,
in the wrong we have done
and in the good we have not done.
We have sinned in ignorance.
We have sinned in weakness.
We have sinned through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry.
We repent and turn to you.
Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s sake,
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.
The Absolution is declared by the priest:

Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you,
pardon you and set you free.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
God strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in life eternal,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Priest: The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

The word of Christ dwell in us richly.

The Collect of the Day:
God, faithful and true, make us eager with expectation,
as we look for the fulfilment of your promise
in Jesus Christ our Savior.
Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. Amen.

The Proclamation The people are seated for the readings.
First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a
Micah has told of the humiliation and difficulties Israel must experience in the near future,
but he has written that later God will give them victory over their enemies.
A shepherd-king will be born of David’s line, and put an end to their oppression.

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.
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Canticle 15: The Song of Mary Magnificat, Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10
Under Jewish law, each year the high priest entered the Holy of Holies
on the Day of Atonement to offer sacrifices for the forgiveness of certain sins,
but Christ’s sacrifice, his total self-offering, once and for all on the Cross,
renders continuation of these sacrifices unnecessary.

When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O
God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the
law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in
order to establish the second. And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.
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Gradual Hymn H #437 Tell Out My Soul. Please stand.
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Gospel: Luke 1:39-45
Priest: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Praise and glory to God.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."
Priest: This is the Gospel of Christ.

Praise to Christ, the Word.

The Message Rev. Duane Fister

A Liturgical Affirmation Please stand.
Priest: Let us confess our faith, using words of liturgical affirmation:

You, O God, are supreme and holy.
You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us. You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous,
good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you.
You have revealed and proved your love
for us in Jesus Christ,
who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now. You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world.
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.
You are our God. We worship you.
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The Prayers of the People

The lector will begin the prayers. Worshippers are invited to lead the collects that follow.

Lector: God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us when we
pray to you in faith with thanksgiving.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom we learn to love and
to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving
our neighbors and our community, loving others as he loves us.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus Christ. Comfort
and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other trouble. Give them courage and
hope in their distress and bless those who minister to them.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray for: Mike & Judy, Doug, Barrett, Greg, Dave, David, Robin, Anthony, Kurt
& family, Suzy, Rogen & family, Myrna, Duane P., Janet, Sara, Beverly, Moses,
Keta, David C., Grace, Randy & Susie, Sunny, and Julie & Ann’s family.
We pray also for these concerns on our hearts:
Congregants may speak their prayers aloud or silently.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and the rich heritage of this
land. We pray for all those who are impacted by our changing climate and natural
disasters. Help us and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources of
the earth.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all leaders of the nations.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all who serve Christ
and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your people for their work and witness in
the world. Unite us in your truth and love, that we who confess your name
may also reflect your glory.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
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We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we rejoice at the
faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that we may enter with them into the
unending joy of your heavenly kingdom.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
Priest: Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you.
Hear the prayers of your people.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Ministry of the Sacrament
The Peace
Priest: The peace of Christ be always with you.

And also with you.
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord while maintaining social distance.

Recognition of Birthdays & Anniversaries
Priest: Brothers and sisters, we are the body of Christ.
By one Spirit we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.

Offertory The people are seated.
Special Music
The holy table is prepared. The offerings of the people are presented.

Doxology Please stand and sing
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Priest: Blessed are you, God of all creation;

through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
at all times and in all places to give you thanks
and praise through Christ your only Son.
You are the source of all life and goodness;
through your eternal Word you have created all things
from the beginning and formed us in your own image;
male and female you created us.
When we sinned and turned away
you called us back to yourself and gave your Son
to share our human nature.
By his death on the cross, he made the one perfect sacrifice
for the sin of the world and freed us from the bondage of sin.
You raised him to life triumphant over death;
you exalted him in glory.
In him you have made us a holy people
by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving Spirit.
Therefore with the faithful who rest in him,
with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
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All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father;
on the night before he died your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread;
when he had given you thanks, he broke it,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;
do this to remember me.
After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks,
he gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins;
do this as often as you drink it, to remember me.
Glory to you, Lord Christ;
your death we show forth;
your resurrection we proclaim;
your coming we await;
Amen! Come Lord Jesus.
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Therefore, loving God, recalling your great goodness
to us in Christ, his suffering and death,
his resurrection and ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate our redemption
with this bread of life and this cup of salvation.
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
which we offer through Christ our great high priest.
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
which we receive may be to us the body and blood of Christ,
and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power,
may be renewed for the service of your kingdom.
United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise.
Blessing, honor and glory be yours, here and everywhere, now and for ever.

The Lord’s Prayer
As Christ teaches us we pray
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker,
Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name
echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed
by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done
by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
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With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power
that is love, now and for ever. Amen.

The Invitation
Priest: Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Savior

Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us.
Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
The priest breaks the bread.

People: Thanks be to God.
The people may come to the altar rail to receive the bread and the cup or may be served in the pews.
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Communion Hymn: H #324 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Post-Communion Hymn: ELW S-#135B

Song of Simeon. Please stand.

Prayer After Communion
Almighty God, giver of all good things,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the precious body and blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
We thank you for your love and care in assuring us
of your gift of eternal life and uniting us
with the blessed company of all faithful people.
Therefore, ever living God,
keep us steadfast in your holy fellowship.
And now we offer ourselves,
all that we have and are,
to serve you faithfully in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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Blessing
May God whom Jesus called Abba embrace you in love for ever;
may God the Servant bear your burdens with you;
may God the Paraclete grant you life in one another:
so may the blessing of God, Abba, Servant, Paraclete, be with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn GC #527 Canticle of the Turning
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Announcements:
Today: Greening of the church; vestry meeting
Christmas Eve Service 12/24, 7 p.m. in person and livestream
Christmas Day Service 12/25, 10:30 a.m. in person and livestream
Priest: Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.

Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

All music reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A#-729217.
This copyright material is taken from ‘A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’
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