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The Ministry of Word and Prayer
Welcome

Opening Hymn GC #334 Creator of the Stars of Night. Please stand.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Priest: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming!
Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with
prayer.
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We light this candle in hope. Light the first candle.
We light this candle for peace. Light the second candle.
We light this candle in joy! Light the pink/third candle.
Let us pray: God of hope, Prince of Peace, to those who live as exiles from home in a
dark time, to those enslaved as exiles due to others’ oppression, to those who are sin’s
exiles from their best God-promised selves, you speak the joy of good news.
All: God of hope, God of peace, God of joy, into our darkness come.

Priest: Grace and peace to you from God.

God fill you with truth and joy.
Do not fear. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will
rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love.

Collect for Purity:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you and worthily praise your holy
name; through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Summary of the Law:
Hear the teaching of Christ: you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.
This is the first commandment.
And a second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.
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Priest: Hear God’s word to all who turn to Christ:

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from every kind of wrong. God has promised forgiveness
to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith and are themselves forgiving.
In silence we call to mind our sins.
Silence
Let us confess our sins.
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said,
in the wrong we have done and in the good we have not done.
We have sinned in ignorance. We have sinned in weakness.
We have sinned through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us,
for our Savior Christ’s sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.
The Absolution is declared by the priest:

Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life eternal,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Priest: The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

The word of Christ dwell in us richly.

The Collect of the Day:
God our strength and our hope, grant us the courage of John the Baptist, constantly to
speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice and patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake; in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Proclamation The people are seated for the readings.
First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
Earlier in the chapter, the author has spoken of the failure of Jerusalem and her inhabitants to
behave properly towards God. He has destroyed other nations as a warning to them. In spite of
this, God will cause Gentiles to turn to his ways: they will serve him by permitting the Jewish
exiles to return to Jerusalem.
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Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.
The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.

The First Song of Isaiah: Isaiah 12:2-6
Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7
Paul tried to finish his letter earlier, but certain concerns about the community and its members
intruded. In the Greek world, rejoice was used much as we say goodbye, but here Paul means
rejoice literally.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.

Gradual Hymn GC #344 On Jordan’s Bank. Please stand.

Gospel: Luke 3:7-18
Priest: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Praise and glory to God.
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John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance.
Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire."
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them,
"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
"Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said
to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be
satisfied with your wages."
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
Priest: This is the Gospel of Christ.

Praise to Christ, the Word.

The Message Sky Carroll

A Liturgical Affirmation Please stand.
Priest: Let us confess our faith, using words of liturgical affirmation:

You, O God, are supreme and holy. You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us. You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you. You have revealed and proved
your love for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now. You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. You reconcile and heal;
you overcome death. You are our God. We worship you.
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The Prayers of the People

The lector will begin the prayers. Worshippers are invited to lead the collects that follow.

Lector: God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us when we
pray to you in faith with thanksgiving.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom we learn to love and
to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving
our neighbors and our community, loving others as he loves us.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus Christ. Comfort
and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other trouble. Give them courage and
hope in their distress and bless those who minister to them.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray especially for: Mike & Judy, Doug, Barrett, Greg, Dave, David, Ann, Robin,
Anthony, Kurt & family, Suzy, Rogen & family, Myrna, Duane P., Janet, Sara,
Beverly, Moses, Keta, David C., Grace, and Randy & Susie.
We pray also for these concerns on our hearts:
Congregants may speak their prayers aloud or silently.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and the rich heritage of this
land. We pray for all those who are impacted by our changing climate, remembering
especially those impacted by flooding in the Pacific Northwest. Help us and people
everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources of the earth.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all leaders of the nations.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all who serve Christ
and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your people for their work and witness in
the world. Unite us in your truth and love, that we who confess your name
may also reflect your glory.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
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We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we rejoice
at the faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that we may enter
with them into the unending joy of your heavenly kingdom.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
Priest: Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you.
Hear the prayers of your people.
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Ministry of the Sacrament
The Peace
Priest: The peace of Christ be always with you.

And also with you.
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord while maintaining social distance.

Recognition of Birthdays & Anniversaries
Priest: Brothers and sisters, we are the body of Christ.
By one Spirit we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.

Offertory The people are seated.
Special Music
The holy table is prepared. The offerings of the people are presented.

Doxology Please stand and sing
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Priest: Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness

we have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
at all times and in all places to give you thanks
and praise through Christ your only Son.
You are the source of all life and goodness;
through your eternal Word you have created all things
from the beginning and formed us in your own image;
male and female you created us.
When we sinned and turned away
you called us back to yourself and gave your Son
to share our human nature.
By his death on the cross, he made the one perfect sacrifice
for the sin of the world and freed us from the bondage of sin.
You raised him to life triumphant over death; you exalted him in glory.
In him you have made us a holy people
by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving Spirit.
Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:

11

All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father;
on the night before he died your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread;
when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me.
After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks,
he gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins;
do this as often as you drink it, to remember me.
Glory to you, Lord Christ; your death we show forth;
your resurrection we proclaim;
your coming we await; Amen! Come Lord Jesus.
Therefore, loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ,
his suffering and death, his resurrection and ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate our redemption
with this bread of life and this cup of salvation.
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
which we offer through Christ our great high priest.
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
which we receive may be to us the body and blood of Christ,
and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power,
may be renewed for the service of your kingdom.
United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise.
Blessing, honor and glory be yours, here and everywhere, now and for ever.

12

The Lord’s Prayer
As Christ teaches us we pray
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is
and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Invitation
Priest: Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Savior

Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us.
Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. The priest breaks the bread.
People: Thanks be to God.
The people may come to the altar rail to receive the bread and the cup or may be served in the pews.

Communion Hymn: GC #332 Like a Shepherd
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Post-Communion Hymn: ELW S-#135B

Song of Simeon. Please stand.

Prayer After Communion
Almighty God, giver of all good things, we thank you for feeding us
with the spiritual food of the precious body and blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
We thank you for your love and care in assuring us of your gift of eternal life
and uniting us with the blessed company of all faithful people.
Therefore, ever living God, keep us steadfast in your holy fellowship.
And now we offer ourselves, all that we have and are,
to serve you faithfully in the world, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.
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Blessing
May God whom Jesus called Abba embrace you in love for ever; may God the Servant
bear your burdens with you; may God the Paraclete grant you life in one another:
so may the blessing of God, Abba, Servant, Paraclete, be with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn H #73 The King Shall Come

Announcements: today All Parish Zoom Meeting 4 p.m. re: church finances
Priest: Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.

Amen. We go in the name of Christ.
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