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The Ministry of Word and Prayer
Prelude & Procession of the Cross
Welcome

Opening Hymn H #79 please stand
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Priest: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming!
Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with prayer.
We light this candle in hope. Light the first candle.
We light this candle for peace. Light the second candle.
Let us pray: God of hope, Prince of Peace, You speak peace into the world
in the Way of the Christ child. Help us embody your peace and live as peacemakers
that we may be called children of God.
All: God of hope, God of peace, into our darkness come.

Priest: Grace and peace to you from God.

God fill you with truth and joy
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Collect for Purity:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you and worthily praise your holy name;
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The Summary of the Law:
Hear the teaching of Christ: you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.
This is the first commandment.
And a second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
Spirit of God, search our hearts.

Priest: Hear God’s word to all who turn to Christ: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just,

and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every kind of wrong. God has promised
forgiveness to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith and are themselves forgiving.
In silence we call to mind our sins.
Silence
Let us confess our sins.
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said,
in the wrong we have done and in the good we have not done.
We have sinned in ignorance. We have sinned in weakness.
We have sinned through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s sake,
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.
The Absolution is declared by the priest:

Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life eternal. Amen.
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Priest: The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

The word of Christ dwell in us richly.
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The Collect of the Day:
Praise and honor to you living God for John the Baptist, and for all those voices crying in the
wilderness who prepare your way. May we listen when a prophet speaks your word, and obey;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

The Proclamation The people are seated for the readings.
First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4
Malachi is a book of prophecy directed to the priests in the Temple. Priests have replaced kings as those
closest to God on earth, but the priesthood is corrupt. The prophet speaks in God’s name.

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.

The Song of Zechariah: Luke 1:68-79
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
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In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11
In the verses following the salutation of the letter, Paul thanks God for the Christians at Philippi, for
sharing in the community of faith ever since their conversion. He expresses confidence that God will
complete, at the end of the era, the transformation to godliness already begun in them.

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me
in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the
defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with
the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and
more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of
Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. Silence follows with the ringing of a bell.

Gradual Hymn GC #330 Sing twice before & twice after Gospel. Please stand.

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
Priest: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Praise and glory to God.
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In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"
Priest: This is the Gospel of Christ.

Praise to Christ, the Word.

The Message Rev. Duane Fister

A Liturgical Affirmation Please stand.
You, O God, are supreme and holy. You create our world and give us life.
Your purpose overarches everything we do.
You have always been with us. You are God.
You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure.
You came to us before we came to you. You have revealed and proved
your love for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and died and rose again.
You are with us now. You are God.
You, O God, are Holy Spirit.
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. You reconcile and heal;
you overcome death. You are our God. We worship you.

The Prayers of the People
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The lector will begin the prayers. Worshippers are invited to lead the collects that follow.

Lector: God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us when we pray to
you in faith with thanksgiving.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom we learn to love and to be
loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give us grace to serve Christ by serving our neighbors
and our community, loving others as he loves us.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus Christ. Comfort and heal
those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other trouble. Give them courage and hope in their
distress and bless those who minister to them.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray especially for: Mike & Judy, Doug, Barrett, Greg, Dave, David, Ann, Robin,
Anthony, Kurt & family, Suzy, Rogen & family, Myrna, Duane P., Janet, Sara, Beverly,
Moses, Keta, David C., Grace, and Randy & Susie.
We pray also for these concerns on our hearts:
Congregants may speak their prayers aloud or silently.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation and the rich heritage of this land.
We pray for all those who are impacted by our changing climate, remembering especially those
impacted by flooding in the Pacific Northwest. Help us and people everywhere to share with
justice and peace the resources of the earth.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
Give wisdom to those in authority among us and to all leaders of the nations.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all who serve Christ and his
kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your people for their work and witness in the world. Unite
us in your truth and love, that we who confess your name may also reflect your glory.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we rejoice at the faithful
witness of your saints in every age, praying that we may enter with them into the unending joy
of your heavenly kingdom.
Give thanks to our God who is gracious, whose mercy endures forever.
Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you. Hear the prayers of your
people.
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Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Ministry of the Sacrament
The Peace
Priest: The peace of Christ be always with you.

And also with you.
Please greet one another in the name of the Lord while maintaining social distance.

Priest: Brothers and sisters, we are the body of Christ.
By one Spirit we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.

Recognition of Birthdays & Anniversaries

Offertory The people are seated.
Special Music
The holy table is prepared. The offerings of the people are presented.

Doxology Please stand and sing
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Priest: Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness we have these gifts to share.

Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son.
You are the source of all life and goodness; through your eternal Word you have created all
things from the beginning and formed us in your own image; male and female you created us.
When we sinned and turned away you called us back to yourself and gave your Son
to share our human nature.
By his death on the cross, he made the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world and freed us
from the bondage of sin. You raised him to life triumphant over death; you exalted him in glory.
In him you have made us a holy people by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving Spirit.
Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, with angels and archangels and all the company of
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:
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All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before he died your Son, Jesus
Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me.
After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, to remember me.
Glory to you, Lord Christ; your death we show forth; your resurrection we proclaim;
your coming we await; Amen! Come Lord Jesus.
Therefore, loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, his suffering and death,
his resurrection and ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate our redemption
with this bread of life and this cup of salvation.
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving which we offer through Christ our great high
priest.
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive may be to us the body
and blood of Christ, and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, may be renewed for
the service of your kingdom.
United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, O God, in
songs of everlasting praise.
Blessing, honor and glory be yours, here and everywhere, now and for ever.

The Lord’s Prayer
As Christ teaches us we pray
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer,
Life-giver, Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
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With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials to great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever. Amen.
The priest breaks the bread.

The Invitation
Priest: Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Savior

Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us.
Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
The people may come to the altar rail to receive the bread and the cup or may be served in the pews.
The minister says the following words to each person.

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ which was given for you.
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which was shed for you.

All music reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE A#-729217.
This copyright material is taken from ‘A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’ ©2021
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, and is used with permission.
Bulletin elements from riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.
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Communion Hymn: H #334

14

Post-Communion Hymn: ELW S-#135B Song of Simeon All stand.

Prayer After Communion
Almighty God, giver of all good things, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the precious body and blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
We thank you for your love and care in assuring us of your gift of eternal life
and uniting us with the blessed company of all faithful people.
Therefore, ever living God, keep us steadfast in your holy fellowship.
And now we offer ourselves, all that we have and are, to serve you faithfully in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
May God whom Jesus called Abba embrace you in love for ever; may God the Servant
bear your burdens with you; may God the Paraclete grant you life in one another:
so may the blessing of God, Abba, Servant, Paraclete, be with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn WLP #174

Announcements: Service of Lessons & Carols today 7 p.m. in person & livestream
12/12 All Parish Zoom Meeting re: church finances
Priest: Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.

Amen. We go in the name of Christ.
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