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PRELUDE In the Bleak Midwinter – arr. Mark Hayes. Kelsey Barnes, piano
BIDDING PRAYER
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!
I will hear what the Lord God has to say – a voice that speaks for peace.
Peace for all faithful people and those who turn to Him in their hearts.
God’s help is near for those who fear him, that His glory may dwell in our land.
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!

OPENING PRAYER
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Gracious God, through the ages you have sent your promise to your people in many ways,
through many voices. But in these last days, your Son has come to bring it among us in person.
Through your Spirit, prepare our hearts to recognize him in his many forms, and to receive him
as our Lord and Savior. Amen.

CHOIR PROCESSIONAL O Come, O Come Emmanuel V. 1
FIRST ANTIPHON

spoken in unison

O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and permeating all
creation, mightily ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence.

HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel V. 2
O come, O Wisdom from on high
embracing all things far and nigh
in strength and beauty come and stay
teach us your will and guide our way
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel

THE FIRST LESSON
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid, that she has received
from the LORD's hand
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ISAIAH 40:1-5
double for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be

lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the LORD shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

SONG: Prepare for the Coming of the Lord – Lloyd Larsen. Choir
SECOND ANTIPHON

spoken in unison

O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the burning bush
and gave him the Law on Sinai: Come with an outstretched arm and redeem us.

HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel V.3
O come, O come, O Lord of might
as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times you gave the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel

SECOND LESSON
And God said to Moses, “I am Yahweh—
‘the LORD. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob as El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty
but I did not reveal my name, Yahweh, to
them. And I reaffirmed my covenant with
them. Under its terms, I promised to give
them the land of Canaan, where they were
living as foreigners. You can be sure that I
have heard the groans of the people of
Israel, who are now slaves to the Egyptians.

EXODUS 6:2-7A
And I am well aware of my covenant with
them. “Therefore, say to the people of Israel:
‘I am the LORD. I will free you from your
oppression and will rescue you from your
slavery in Egypt. I will redeem you with a
powerful arm and great acts of judgment. I
will claim you as my own people, and I will
be your God. Then you will know that I am
the LORD your God who has freed you from
your oppression in Egypt.

SONG: Patience, People – John Foley, SJ. Tamra Ingwaldson & Patti Case, guitar
THIRD ANTIPHON spoken in unison
O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom all kings are
mute, to whom the nations will do homage: Come quickly to deliver us.

3

HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel V. 4
O Come, O Branch of Jesse
free your own from Satan’s tyranny
from depths of hell your people save
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel

THIRD LESSON

ISAIAH 11:1-10

A shoot will grow out of Jesse’s root stock,
a bud will sprout from his roots. The LORD’s
spirit will rest on him; a spirit that gives
extraordinary wisdom, a spirit that provides
the ability to execute plans, a spirit that
produces absolute loyalty to the LORD. He
will take delight in obeying the LORD. He
will not judge by mere appearances, or make
decisions on the basis of hearsay. He will
treat the poor fairly, and make right
decisions for the downtrodden of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and order the wicked to be executed.
Justice will be like a belt around his waist,
integrity will be like a belt around his hips.
A wolf will reside with a lamb, and a
leopard will lie down with a young goat; an

ox and a young lion will graze together, as a
small child leads them along. A cow and a
bear will graze together, their young will lie
down together. A lion, like an ox, will eat
straw.
A baby will play over the hole of a snake;
over the nest of a serpent an infant will put
his hand. They will no longer injure or
destroy on my entire royal mountain. For
there will be universal submission to the
LORD’s sovereignty, just as the waters
completely cover the sea. At that time a root
from Jesse will stand like a signal flag for
the nations. Nations will look to him for
guidance, and his residence will be majestic.

SONG: Lo, How a Rose Choir
FOURTH ANTIPHON

spoken in unison

O key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can close,
you close and no one can open: Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness
and the shadow of death.

HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel V. 5
O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high.
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel
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THE FOURTH LESSON
Thus says God, the LORD, who created the
heavens and stretched them out, who spread
out the earth and what comes from it, who
gives breath to the people upon it and spirit
to those who walk in it: I am the LORD, I
have called you in righteous-ness, I have
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have
given you as a covenant to the people, a
light to the nations, to open the eyes that are

ISAIAH 42:5-9
blind, to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in
darkness.
I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory
I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare; before they
spring forth, I tell you of them.

SONG: My Soul in Stillness Waits – arr. Marty Haugen. Skylar Carroll & Norm Eveleth
FIFTH ANTIPHON

spoken in unison

O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting: Come and enlighten those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death.

HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel V. 6
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer
O Sun of Justice, now draw near
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and death’s dark shadow put to flight
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel

FIFTH LESSON
Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with
the Holy Spirit and gave this prophecy:
“Praise the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has visited and redeemed his
people. He has sent us a mighty Savior from
the royal line of his servant David, just as he
promised through his holy prophets long
ago. Now we will be saved from our
enemies and from all who hate us. He has
been merciful to our ancestors by
remembering his sacred covenant— the
covenant he swore with an oath to our
ancestor Abraham. We have been rescued
from our enemies so we can serve God

LUKE 1:67-79
without fear, in holiness and righteousness
for as long as we live. “And you, my little
son, will be called the prophet of the Most
High, because you will prepare the way for
the Lord. You will tell his people how to
find salvation through forgiveness of their
sins. Because of God’s tender mercy, the
morning light from heaven is about to break
upon us, to give light to those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death, and to
guide us to the path of peace.”
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SONG: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus – arr. Lloyd Larsen
Connie Reandeau, Barbie Nesmith, Patti Case, Jubilee Whitman

SIXTH ANTIPHON

spoken in unison

O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone uniting all people:
Come and save us all, whom you formed out of clay.

HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel V. 7
O come, O King of nations, come
O Cornerstone that binds in one
Refresh the hearts that long for you
Restore the broken, make us new
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel

SIXTH LESSON
Say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong,
and do not fear, for your God is coming to
destroy your enemies. He is coming to save
you.” And when he comes, he will open the
eyes of the blind and unplug the ears of the
deaf. The lame will leap like a deer, and

ISAIAH 35:4-7A
those who cannot speak will sing for joy!
Springs will gush forth in the wilderness,
and streams will water the wasteland. The
parched ground will become a pool, and
springs of water will satisfy the thirsty land.

SONG: Every Valley – Kurt Kaiser, arr. John Purifoy. Choir
SEVENTH ANTIPHON spoken in unison
O Emmanuel, our king and lawgiver, the anointed of the nations and their Savior:
Come and save us, Lord our God.

HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel V. 8
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

SEVENTH LESSON
All right then, the Lord himself will give
you the sign. Look! The virgin will
conceive a child! She will give birth to a
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ISAIAH 7:14
son and will call him Immanuel (which
means ‘God is with us’).

SONG: Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song) – Chris Eaton & Amy Grant, arr. Lloyd Larsen
Barbie Nesmith & Jubilee Whitman

RESPONSIVE PRAYER
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
All:

Our World stumbles blindly toward chaos Come and be our Wisdom.
What we imagine to be strength is really weakness –
Come and be our mighty Lord.
We yearn for a standard to look up to –
Come and be our Root of Jesse.
We languish in prisons of mind and spirit –
Come and be our Key of David
The darkness grows thick around us Come and be our Light of day.
We are scattered, lacking a sure leader –
Come and be our King of peace.
We need to know that God is with us –
Come and be our Emmanuel, that we may rejoice in you.
Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven
And lead us not into temptation,
hallowed be thy Name,
but deliver us from evil.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
For thine is the kingdom,
on earth as it is in heaven.
and the power, and the glory,
Give us this day our daily bread
for ever and ever. †Amen.
and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us.

BLESSING
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility,
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded
with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.
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HYMN: JOY TO THE WORLD

POSTLUDE Go, Tell It on the Mountain – arr. Mark Hayes
Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella – arr. Joel Raney
Kelsey Barnes & April Kuhr, piano
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