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It would be good to listen to the Introduction for the Day as a summary of our morning readings. It says,
“Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set things
right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being”
(Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an
earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth
voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the
nonviolent victory of love.”
Today’s Gospel reading ends with the idea of listening. Jesus says, “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens
to my voice.”
Listening people, those who invest their time and attention to really listen to Jesus’ voice, who seek to hear
and learn from Jesus’ speech and teachings, they are those belong to the truth. Truth has ownership. Listening
people belong to truth, are owned by truth.
I think about how the Jewish elders and leaders captively listened to the boy Jesus who astonished them with
his wisdom and understanding. They were owned by truth.
I think, too, about the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. While they walked in sadness, they were joined
by the resur-rected Christ who opened their understanding of the scriptures. Luke says, “Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.” They later
reflected “to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burn-ing within us while he was talking to us on the road, while
he was opening the scriptures to us?’” They were owned by truth.
Truth goes beyond the domain of knowing facts and ideas. Truth involves an engaged experience of active
listening. Truth involves there being an open, attentive relationship between student and Teacher, disciple
and Master, sheep and Shepherd. “My sheep hear my voice,” Jesus says, “I know them, and they follow me”
(John 10:27).
Today’s reading ends just before that most famous enigmatic question posed by Pontius Pilate, “What is
truth?”
From what Jesus has already indicated, truth is having an attentive, listening relationship with the One who is
the truth. As Christ nears his crucifixion, his accusers do the talking and do very little listening.
There is a scene in the book of Esther where Queen Esther, desperate to save the lives of her people, the Jews,
knows that she needs to make an appeal to her gentile husband, King Ahasuerus. The problem is that
according to the custom of the Medes and Persians, no individual may approach the king for an audience for
him to listen, not even his queen, on pain of death; that is, unless he extents to them his golden scepter.
Esther takes the risk, and her king holds his the scepter.

To apply these symbols to our reading today, the king may be an emblem for Jesus, the queen, his bride the
church, ourselves. Only in today’s story King Jesus makes his appeal for us to listen to him. We may hold out
our scepter of receiving the words of truth he speaks to us—or not.
I trust we come to listen. As the prophet says, “I will stand at my watchpost, and situate myself on the
rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint”
(Habakkuk 2:1).
Therefore, through the rhythm of liturgy, we listen with care to the voice of God’s Spirit. We hear God speak.
For example at the end of each reading with the ringing of the bell we say, “Hear what the Spirit is saying to
God’s people. Thanks be to God.”
We listen and hear so much more. From the very start we hear that our Triune God is blessed, that God’s reign
is blessed.
In our collect for purity we that hear our hearts are open, our desires known. As well we hear we are cleansed
by the Spirit’s inspiration to love God perfectly and magnify God’s holy name worthily.
We hear the Lord is with us when we exchange, “The Lord be with you. And also with you.”
As we pray our day’s collect, we hear today about God’s intent, though we be divided and enslaved, to make
us free from sin and be brought together under his most gracious rule.
As we move to our time of confession, we listen to words of forgiveness and absolution: “Almighty God have
mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by
the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.”
The list goes on. There is so much we can benefit by quietly and attentively listening.
Please close your eyes, and in your imagination I invite you to scribe around yourself a circle of quiet listening
and hear what the Spirit is speaking to God’s people.
God is love, and you are love.
“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.” (I
John 3:1a)
“God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.” (I John 4:16b)
“I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.” (Jeremiah
31:3b)
You are God’s own child by creation.
“So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created
them.” (Genesis 1:27).

“What are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made
them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor.” (Psalm 8:4-5)
God goes with you forever.
“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you
go.” (Joshua 1:9b)
“I will never leave you or forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6b; Hebrews 13:5b)
“Nevertheless I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and
afterward you will receive me to glory.” (Psalm 73:23-24)
God has removed your offenses.
“Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.” (John 15:3 AV)
“Ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God.” (I Corinthians 6:11b AV)
God imbues your life with meaning and purpose.
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you
a future with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
“The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me.” (Psalm 138:8a)
God joins us together as family.
“From one ancestor, from one blood, he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times
of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live.” (Acts 17:26)
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body —Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.” (I Corinthians 12:12-13)
“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” (I Corinthians 12:27)
God has made you brand new.
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new!” (II Corinthians 5:17)
“A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart
of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26)
When we listen to our King, when we truly listen for ourselves and each other, then truly God does raise us
together in Christ and makes us to be kings and priests together with him.

