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GREETINGS . . . Here it is December already.  Where did the year go and who took it away?   I always get a 
little melancholy this time of the year.  I think because it is the end of something and a beginning of something 
new.  Who knows?  This has certainly been a different year, one that we will certainly never forget.  We have 
‘zoomed’ and ‘streamed’ everything since April.  I hope that 2021 will see it in the past as a learning 
experience, if you will, but with positive results. We’ll see . . .  Anyway, I have a little book - The Friendship 
Book of Francis Gay,  given to me by an English cousin in 2003.  It covers the year, day by day, with messages 
of inspiration.  Here’s one for December. . . .  .Billie 
  
I have a list of folk I know, all written in a book, And every year at Christmas time I go and take a look. And that 
is when I realize that these names are just a part, not of the book, they are written in, but of my very heart... 
The biggest gift that life can give is knowing folk like you.  May the Spirit of Christmas that forever endures, 
leave its rich blessings in the hearts of you and yours. 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY . . . at ten in the morning, Fr. Steve and Beth, led those of us able to zoom in, in prayers 
of thanksgiving.  It was a great way to begin our day and celebration.  Thanks to Jr. Warden Don Kay for the 
inspiration and also setting it up.   
 
VESTRY NOTES . . . The plan for re-opening the church was presented to Bishop Rickel after the meeting on 
Nov.  8th and returned to us with suggested revisions.  These revisions were made by Don Kay and approved 
by the Vestry at the November15th meeting.  
 
The budget for 2021 was presented by Fr. Steve and Sr. Warden Mike Callaghan. After reviewing, it was 
decided we are still in pretty good shape. Further work needs to be done and Patti Case and Tamra 
Ingwaldson will meet with Treasurer Laurie McClanahan to put together a report showing previous year 
actuals, current year budget vs. actuals and a forecasted budget.  It was reported that 16 pledges so far had 
been received.  If you have not yet pledged, please send your card in soon.  
 
Fr. Steve presented figures received from MASON WEB TV of the number of people viewing each service since 
we began streaming on April 12th and it is pretty impressive. It is hoped that we can continue this service as 
time goes on. 
 



Jr. Warden Cheri will check with Rhoda Pykonen on care of our plants for the winter and also check with 
Community Lifeline to schedule help with removing the leaves from the parking lot. Sr. Warden Mike is 
planning to set a date for sprucing up the grounds around the church 
 
A LETTER TO THE PARISH . . . In the first days and weeks of the pandemic, our job, thanks to Patti Case to find 
Dedrick Allen who helped us to go higher tech: to become more accessible to their congregations via 
platforms like YouTube and Facebook. I have learned through this that gathering in person had been an 
equalizer among church goers who all had means of transportation and the time and will to worship at 
a  common time together.  But where we live there are people who do not want anything to do with the 
internet or social media and refuse to use it.  There are people who simply cannot afford it and others who live 
in areas where broadband and cell towers do not reach. 

So right after we all went higher tech, as we were missing the small but important handfuls of people without 
internet, we asked a different question:  how to go lower tech.  Phone, and snail mail have made a resurgence 
in how we reach people. Several people in the parish have done a wonderful job of reaching out to others and 
as I have reached out, and participated in Zoom, I have found the joy of seeing and talking or witting to people 
I haven’t talked to lately. 
 
“Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and 
be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.”  (Eph. 4:32) 
 
Staying awake!  As our gospel told us this week, and connecting with others is one way to do that.  Blessings 
for a wonderful Advent. . . . .  Father Steve. 
 
MARILYN LEAR MILLER . . .  We said goodbye and God’s speed to another member of St. David’s.  On October 
28th, Marilyn Miller passed away at Avamore Transitional Care facility in Tacoma. She was 80 years old and a 
U.S. Navy Veteran  Marilyn often served as a Greeter at church and will be remembered for her work and 
dedication to the Bargain Faire in the Boutique.  She loved planning and working on it.  Marilyn was 
predeceased by two husbands and a son.  We send our condolences to her daughter, Etienna, who lives in 
Tennessee. Memorials may be made to the St. David’s Church Discretionary Fund. 
 
LET US PRAY for the health of men, women, children, and families around the world, that their health will 
strengthen communities and protect the most vulnerable.  We pray especially for those close to our hearts. . . 
Shawn, Mike & Judy, Doug, Barrett, Janet, Greg, David, Ann, Robin, Betty, Margaret, Jonathan & Christina, 
Sue, Jesse, Kathy, Don, Karla & Ryan, Coco & Brad, Anthony, Megan and Troyanna and her family. 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER - 
 Sunday, December 6, 13, 20, 27  Worship Service.10:30 on YouTube 
 Thursday, December 24      Christmas Eve - music presentation @ 5 pm 
  Friday, December 25  Christmas Day - music presentation @10:30 am 
  Thursday, December 31 New Year’s Eve 
 

  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
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