The Vicar’s Vacuous Vapors

F

or the longest time I have believed
that when you think of attendance at
church or church giving one need only
look at two fundamental metrics often
reflected in the following statements:
•
•

People vote with their feet, and
People vote with their pocket book.

Each Sunday, one might say, the vote is in
and we have a reliable measure of the
health of a congregation.
Obviously these rather simplistic measures
don’t give us a full and in depth picture of
church life and growth. However, this is not
an easy issue. This is a very difficult,
complex, even difficult at a ‘rubic’s cube’ of
complexity in church life and growth.
However, there are some basics to this notion
of church life and growth that are universal
for most congregations. The following,
below, are based on the web site “Giving
Today” that sites four (4) clear markers for
giving:

“TheTop4PracticalReasons
WhyPeopleGivetoYourChurch

1. People trust the church’s leadership. Trust is a
significant factor in motivating people to
give.
2. People are emotionally invested . People give
from their heart; not their head.
Living a generous lifestyle of giving to
agencies, programs, causes and church is
important, but this is not enough. We
have to connect the hearts of our church
members to the work of the ministry.
Studies show that people connect with
individual stories; not with information.
We might want to fight the temptation
to only share financial information and
include ways we can include personal
stories of transformation.
3. People are involved with your church.
Multiple experiments have shown that
volunteers are more likely to give versus
those who do not volunteer. From a
biblical perspective, this makes sense.
There is more to living a generous
lifestyle than how much money you give.
When you follow Jesus, you will be
compelled to be generous with your
entire life, which includes your time,
your skills, and your financial resources.
There will be seasons in the life of a
Christian when a person is unable to be
generous with their life. But, in general,
the Christian life will be marked by
being a generous person with their entire
life.
4. People are inspired to give. Giving is
contagious. When we hear stories from

others then we will be more inclined to
give. The stories we hear will allow us to
see a flesh and blood example of how
God works in the life of his people and
through our members. We can share
stories from the pulpit, or in through
personal stories of commitment from well
known member. These stories can be
formal and planned, but at other times,
these stories will happen organically
during conversations or within group
settings. We might want to encourage
members to share their stories with
others if the time is right.
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t. David’s church has embarked on our
2019 campaign of giving. We have:

1. Included a personal story from
Bishop Greg Rickel in last week’s
newsletter.
2. Mailed a personal statement from one of
our Vestry members (Thank You Suzy
Petty!).
3. Mailing a second personal statement
from a long time member of St. David’s
this coming Monday (Thank You Billie
Howard!).
4. Planning another set of stories from
others with a card asking you to pledge
to St. David’s Church in 2019.
Join us, live with us into 2019 where we are:

“ Building on the past,

Looking to the future!”

St. David
of Wales
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Leonardo da Vinci, 16th century
"The depth and strength of a human
character are defined by its moral reserves.
People reveal themselves completely only
when they are thrown out of the customary
conditions of their life, for only then do
they have to fall back on their reserves."

Natalie Angier, 20th century
"Hard as it may be to believe in these days
of infectious greed and sabers unsheathed,
scientists have discovered that the small,
brave act of cooperating with another
person, of choosing trust over cynicism,
generosity over selfishness, makes the brain
light up with quiet joy."

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 20th century

"If we have no peace, it is because we have
forgotten that we belong to each other."

Michael W. Smith, 21st century
"I think if the church did what they were
supposed to do, we wouldn't have anyone
sleeping on the streets."

Booker T. Washington, 20th century
"Lay hold of something that will help you,
and then use it to help somebody else."

THE 25TH SUNDAY
AFTERH PENTECOST
MINISTERS OF THE SERVICE
7:30 am Service
Lector:
James Poirson
Eucharistic
Minister: Judy Ogden
Greeter: Karen Little

U PCOMING E VENTS
 November 11th, Sunday, Vestry meeting,




10:30 am Service
Lectors:
1st Lesson:
Psalm:

Patti Case
Connie Reandeau

2nd Lesson:
Dick Taylor
Eucharistic Elinor Lindquist
Minister:
Greeters:
Dick Taylor &
Dave Salzer
Altar Guild: Ann Olli & Dorothy
Calleja, &
Patti Case
Flowers:
Laurie McClanahan
Refreshment: Host @ 10:30 am
Marian Eveleth &
Nancy Mikel
Organist :
Jana Wood
Priest:
Assisting
Priest:

The Rev. Joseph Mikel
The Rev. Steve Brill



8:45 - 10 a.m..
HELP after the 10:30 a.m. service,
getting ready to paint the entire
Church!
November 12th, Monday: NO Hands of
Hope, Meeting due to Veteran’s Day.
November 15th, Thursday, Compline
service @ 5:30 p.m. Quiet & Reflective.
November 18th, Sunday, Thanksgiving
Potluck extravaganza for all after the
10:30 a.m. service - All Welcome!

pray for those on our Prayer List. Should
P lease
you have a person you would like to our prayer
list, or if you have an update to those on our prayer list,
please contact either Suzy Petty (360-432-0989) or
Marcie McKaig (360-426-1933).

Michael Curry, Paul & Beth, Marjorie, Shawn,
Mike & Judy, Doug, Eli, David, John &
Dorothy, Connie, Saylah & Hector, Bud, Terry,
Betty, Becca, Greg, Samuel, Christina, Bob &
Kathleen, Randy, John, and Donna.

Address: P.O. Box 339 | Shelton, WA 98584
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