St. David of Wales
Episcopal Church
Weekly Newsletter
July 15, 2018

Ministers of the Sunday Services
7:30 AM SERVICE
Judy Ogden
Lector:
Eucharistic Minister: Judy Ogden
Marcie McKaig
Greeter:

St. David’s Mission Statement
The people of St. David of Wales are a
diverse community coming together in the
presence of Christ, worshiping God,
nurturing our faith and each other and
being an expression of
Christ’s love to the world.

JULY 15 TH

Vestry meeting between
Sunday services - 8:45 a.m. 10:15 a.m. All are welcome!

JULY 22 ND

Celebrant & Preacher @ 7:30
& 10:30 a.m. services; The Rev.
Dick Swanson! Welcome back
an old friend and member of
St. David’s!

JULY 22 ND

Concert in appreciation of
Suzanne Montgomery, 3 p.m.
at United Methodist Church!

JULY 23 RD

Hands of Hope, 1-2:30 p.m.
Prayer updates for the prayer
list and time for crafts creation

10:30 AM SERVICE
1st Lesson:
Psalm:
2nd Lesson:
Eucharistic Minister:
Greeter(s):

Pat Honeysuckle
Lois Kirika
Carol Owen
Elinor Lindquist
Mike Callaghan
Judy Callaghan
Sacristy Clean-Up: Pat Honeysuckle
Flowers:
Carol Owen
Last Sunday’s
Attendance

Address:
P.O. Box 339
Shelton, WA 98584
Phone: 360.426.8472
email: stdavids@hcc.net
web: sdow.org

Special Events Coming Your Way!

7:30 a.m.

11

10:30 a.m.

47

AUGUST 4 TH, Annual Picnic at Ann
Olli’s farm, 11 a.m.—Dusk.
See flyer above!

If you know of someone needing our
prayers, please contact Suzy Petty at,
(thepettys42@yahoo.com).
Please keep these folks in
your daily thoughts and prayers:

JAUGUST 5 TH Community Lifeline Dinner;

Joe H, Marjorie, Shawn, Mike and Judy,
Doug, Eli, George and Janet, David, John
and Dorothy, Connie, Saylah and Hector,
Bud, Carol, Dee, Elizabeth and Tyler, Sally,
Anastasia, Beth, Christina, Michael,
Kathleen & Bob, Beth, Paul, Chris, Leonna,
Robert, Betty, Becca, Annette, Mary and
Njathi, and Norman.

AUGUST 26 TH, Concert! Vince Brown

4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

AUGUST 19 TH Mass-in-the-Grass! Worship
and Holy Eucharist with Faith
Lutheran Church at The
Colonial House; 10:30 a.m.
and Jessica Blinn Soft Jazz. Sunday @ 3 p.m.
Free will offering. Wine &
Cheese following.

The Vicar’s Vacuous Vapors

“If you give a man a fish, he will eat today, but
teach a man to fish and he will eat forever. “

O

ddly this saying does not appear in the bible
although many use it as if it does. It’s source is
contested from being a Chinese proverb to an
English saying from the 19th century. Regardless of
source it sure comes up a lot when discussing the severity
of poverty and poverty's residual effects such as
homelessness.
When I was at the hospital the other day the desk
volunteer used this quote to talk about the current plight
of our homeless crisis. I say ‘crisis’ simply because it seems
self-evident from conditions in Seattle to Shelton. Why?
What is happening here, and there?
First of all the complexities of all this are way above my
pay grade.. I hear different points of view, often with a
level of assuredness that is beyond my capacity to
embrace.
What I do know is this: when I was in grade school and
high school, we, my brother and sisters, would come home
for lunch. Mom was home and served lunch as she did
dinner. Dad worked, mom was at home taking care of the
household. One income was enough to pay for the
mortgage and all the other cost necessary to live as a
family of six.
At some point in our shared history the concept of a ‘latch
-key’ child became an acceptable part of our culture.
Both parents had to work, and today, in order to provide
for their family parents now need to earn at least $18 per
hour - not an easy proposition.
I also am pretty convinced that we have the resources to
change these circumstances and that the economic

disparity between the so-called haves and the have nots
is huge, perhaps larger than it has ever been.
Giving a person a fish, and/or teach a person how to fish
are dual, but non-competing strategies to address our
current crisis of poverty. Both are needed. It is absolutely
wonderful when a person is ‘ready’, that is, motivated to
find a new way in their life. Until a person is ‘ready’
forcing a person to be ‘ready’ is a very difficult hill to
climb not to mention robbing them of their freedom.
Community Lifeline expresses the way of ‘giving a person
a fish’. No requirements, no need to confess your sins or
commit your life to Jesus in order to receive a meal,
simply responding to Jesus’ s question: “When did we see
you hungry, or naked, or in prison? When you did it to
the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it to
me” (Matthew 25).
Conversely, Love, Inc. of Shelton, WA has partnered with
St. David’s to “teach a person how to fish”. This program is
called ‘Jobs for Life’. It is a training program for those who
are ‘ready’ to change their life circumstances and begin
the journey towards self sufficiency. Beginning in
September the program will utilize our church education
wing, primarily the Choir room, to teach upwards of 20
students in a variety of trades and professions. One of the
fundamental objectives is to address the issue of
‘readiness for employment’, such as punctuality,
consistency, work ethic, dress for the workplace, etc.
Mentors will work with students in these aspects of
employment supporting and guiding each student in the
process.
We are also looking for ‘teachers’, people who can share
their skills and expertise with the students in a learning
environment. If you would like to become a ‘teacher’
please let me know!
God bless, Fr. Joe

Mass-in-the-Grass Returns!
Mark your calendars now for Sunday, August 19th at 10:30
a.m. for Mass-in-the-Grass 2018. This year Faith Lutheran
Church will join us at The Colonial House for the celebration. Noted musician Kelsea Barnes from Women of Note
will be our lead musician, and the picnic following will include your side dishes and deserts and our main dish. Let’s
celebrate the summer and God’s love in the open air of summer with our Lutheran friends!

Time for a new Directory!
We have started the formation of a new 2018 Directory .
Please share with Fr. Joe via of email(josephmikel@aol.com,
phone call (360-489-2787), text message or smoke signals
your:
 Current address | Phone number
 Birthday & Anniversary, and
 Photo (all of which is voluntary of course!)

IN THE WORKS

O

ur remodel is nearly complete. New, double pane, windows
throughout the church; a new boiler, new flooring, new counters
tops, and repaired and painted gables. Nearly finished! Thank you to
all who helped move furniture for this work and especially Thank
You to Suzy Petty for coordinating this beautiful effort!
We want to have an Open House for the community! With the open
house we want to present again a Stain Glass Tour.
Therese MacKendrick, new to St. David’s and a professional, has
generously contributed photos of all our stain glass windows and Judy
Ogden is now working on a booklet for the Open House and Stain
Glass Tour.
Please watch for upcoming details of this event and help us bring our
community of Shelton and Mason County over for an Open House and
Stain Glass Tour.

